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WELCOME TO PICTOU UNITED CHURCH 

Rev. Mary-Beth Moriarity B.A., B.Th., M.Div. 
David & Shelley Pos, Sally O’Neill ~ Ministry of Music 

www.pictouunited.com 
 

Sunday, October 17th, 2021 
 

Marking ‘World Food Sunday’ 
& the ‘International Day for the Eradication of Poverty’ 

 

In the Jewish tradition the story is told that when God, the Holy One,  
gets up in the morning,  

God gathers the angels of heaven around and asks this simple question: 
“Where does my creation need mending today?” 

 

Tikkun olam - תיקון עולם  - repairing the world 
 
  

We Gather in Community 
As the music begins, we are invited to 

pause and prepare ourselves for worship. 
 

Music to Gather Us 
 

 Land & Territory Acknowledgement 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Mission Moment 
 

We Are Gathered & Grounded in this Time and Place 
 

One: Spirit of life and goodness, we gather. 
ALL: Here we are awakened to: 
  the mysteries that humble us; 

 the sacred that embraces us; 
  the hope that enfolds us; 

 the beauty that fills us; 
 the community that sustains us; 

  the wisdom that transforms us; 
  the love that deepens us. 
One: Here, we give thanks for the richness of our living. 
ALL: Spirit of life and goodness, gather us. 

 
 

adapted from ‘Spirit of Life & Hope’ – Clarke Dewey Wells UUA.org 

 

Our Worship Candle, also called the Christ Candle, is lit. 
May the light of our worship candle continue to assure us of a sacred presence 

deep within, all around: Here. Now. Always. 
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Find a home here, live out faith here, 
gather strength here, find fam’ly here. 

Be yourself here,  

feel secure here, 

celebrate here, 
be at home here. 

  

words & music Marry-Ellen Kish 
mekishmusic.com 

 

Gathering Litany 
 

One: We gather together 
as grateful people seeking Christ’s Word made new 
for this time and this place.  

ALL: We gather together 
to do all we can to live the Creator’s intention 
of community of right relations, 
of community of peace. 

One: We gather together 
ready to act as the Spirit guides us. 

ALL: With our seeking, our living, our acting, 
we worship God. 

 

offered by Right Rev. Richard Bott, inspired by a prayer by the Rev. Hallett Llewellyn 
as contained in the United Church worship resources for ‘Guaranteed Livable Income Sunday’ 

 
Hymn Let Us Build a House More Voices 1 
 
We are Gathered in Prayer 
 

If the hunger of others is not my own; 
if the anguish of my neighbour in all its forms touches me not; 
if the nakedness of my brother and sister does not torment me, 

then I have no reason to go to church and live. 
Life is this: to love one’s neighbour as oneself; 

this is the commandment of God. 
Love means deeds, not good wishes. 

 

Mysterious Creator God, 
with gratitude we come seeking 
a new word and deed for our time 
that will bring us closer 
to the vision of your 
kin-dom of right relations 
and peace on earth. 
 

We approach you 
knowing that in response to our wayward ways 
you come running: 
welcoming our return with intimate embrace  
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as a child a parent 
as a hen her chicks 
offering your divine compassion 
to hear and see our basic needs. 
 

We come confessing 
our complicity and ineptness of care 
in a world where the neighbour’s 
daily ‘not enough’ is overshadowed by 
the fleshpots of those who have too much. 
 

We need your heavenly Spirit of distribution 
to heal and save us. 
 

Prophets and seers of your Spirit, 
truth-sayers in your name, 
foretell a new day and time when 
the inequities and injustices of our making, 
the sins of commission and omission of our doing, 
will be no more. 
Then justice will run down like a mighty stream. 
 

Loaves and fishes God, 
with that vision before us, 
we pray for restoration. 
Remove the selfishness and greed 
from our existence 
till that great meal 
of generosity in your day 
is repeated in every village and town of this nation 
for all your children of whatever race, colour, or orientation. 
And then may we go to our beds at night 
knowing that when we rise in the morning 
there will be bread for the belly, 
shelter for the body, 
respect for our living, 
and dignity for our being. 
 

O God of Restless Spirit, 
stir the powers that be in our land, 
of whatever stripe or party or place, 
to make laws that are freeing, 
policies that bring healing, 
decisions that honour our being: 
for the sake of the world you so love 
 

May it be so. 
offered by the Rev. Hallett Llewellyn 

as contained in the United Church worship resources for ‘Guaranteed Livable Income Sunday’ 
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What does the Lord require of you? 

What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, 

and walk humbly with your God. 
 

based on Micah 6 ~ Voices United 701 

 

Moment for All 
One, two, three XX  alleluia, 
One, two, three XX  alleluia, 

One, two, three XX  alleluia! 

Praise to you, our God. XXX 
 

By our love we show, alleluia, 

how we live and grow, alleluia, 

caring for each other, alleluia! 

Praise to you, our God. XXX 

 

words & music: Cecily Sheehy Seasons of the Spirit Vol. 2 

 
We Open Ourselves to Wisdom 
Open our hearts, open our minds. 

Open our lives to you O loving God. 
sung twice ~ More Voices 21 

 

Gospel Story Mark 5:21-43    Stories of Healing & Wholeness for All             p. 1007 
 

offered by Ruth Mackay from The Voice  
 

Ham-ba na-thi Mkhu-lu-li we-thu      x4 

Mkhu-lu-li, Mkhu-lu-li,  Mkhu-lu-li we-thu   x4 
 

You are holy, you show us the way      x4   
you show us, you show us, you show us the way  x 4 

More Voices  45 

 

Words for Today ‘Good News to the Poor’ 
a theological reflection by the Very Reverend, the Honourable , Lois M Wilson 

 

“COVID is a major interruption. Might it mean a fundamental change in relationships 
between those of us at the centre and those on the edge? What might be our response to 

this major interruption? Not, surely, a return to normal.” 
 

Lois is a world religious leader, feisty activist, theologian, author, pastor and woman of 
deep faith, passion and commitment to justice and public engagement. She was the first 

female Moderator of the United Church of Canada. As well, she has served as the president 
of the Canadian Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches, and Chancellor of 
Lakehead University. Among her many honours, she is a member of the Order of Canada 
and recipient of the Pearson Medal of Peace. In 1998 she was appointed to the Senate of 

Canada and served as an independent senator until her retirement in 2002. 
 

Ever committed to living her faith in action, Lois is at the forefront of our church’s work 
in support of the implementation of a Guaranteed Livable Income. 
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We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World 
 

We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Ministry 
 

We Offer Our Gifts Gratefully – We Use Our Gifts Prayerfully: 
As we offer our gifts today, and every day,  

we give thanks for the opportunities placed before us  
which allow us to exercise that all-important generosity of spirit. 

We are called to live fully, to love wastefully and to be all that we can be. 
Thank you for all that you offer.  

 

Reamo leboga, reamo leboga, 

reamo leboga modomo wa rona, 
 

We give our thanks to God, we give our thanks to God, 

we give our thanks to God, we give our thanks to God. 
 

traditional song from Botswana- More Voices 187 

 
Ministry of Music ‘Rain Down’ 

offered by our Choir 
words & music: Jaime Cortez 

choral arrangement: John Carter. 

The Prayer of Jesus 
 

God - heart of the world: 

revealed through every aspect of creation: 

understood through our awareness. 
 

May we honour the holiness of creation and act accordingly 

so that your love is reflected in the way we live. 
May we always be thankful for the food we eat 

and the friends we have. 

May we forgive those who transgress against us 

and be forgiven for our own. 
 

In the freedom of love may we live as your heartbeat 

and not be compromised by hesitation. 
 

Through our freedom, may your justice 

be seen and heard and experienced 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Rev. Sherri Weinberg- Presbyterian Church – North Auckland, NZ 

 
We Are Blessed - We Are Called to Be a Blessing 
 

Where the world is merciless 
we will be bearers of God’s mercy. 

Where the world is hopeless 
we will be bearers of God’s hope. 

Where there is injustice 
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we will be bearers of  God’s justice. 
Where there is sadness 

we will be bearers of God’s presence. 
Where the world is doubting 

we will be bearers of God’s wisdom. 
Where there is ingratitude 

we will be bearers of  God’s generosity. 
Where there is deceit 

we will be bearers of  God’s truth. 
Where there is weakness 

we will be bearers of God’s strength. 
Where the world is wounded 

we will be bearers of  God’s healing. 
Where the world is weeping 

we will be bearers of God’s compassion. 
Where the world is despairing 

we will be bearers of  God’s beauty. 
Where the world is crumbling 

we will be bearers of  God’s strength. 
Where there is hurt 

we will be bearers of  God’s kindness. 
Where there is loneliness 

we will be bearers of God. 
Where the world is dying 

we will be bearers of God’s life. 
May we be the change we wish to see in our world, 

the living presence of the holy - the mystery of God, 
in the heartbeat of life. 

 

adapted from a prayer litany based on the song “Be God’s” by Danielle Rose 
Seasons of the Spirit 2014 

 

Ameni, ameni, amen, amen, amen, ameni 
More Voices 219 

 

Music to Send Us Out into the World     ‘Postlude’ 

offered, on organ,  by Shelley Pos 
arrangement by Cuthbert Harris 
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~ L a s t  c h a n c e  t o  o r d e r  y o u r  t i c k e t s  ~ 

 

A place of welcome… 
A place of learning… 

A place of exploring… 
A place of laughter… 
A place of prayer… 

A holy place… 
A people of faith making a difference 

in our community and our world. 
WELCOME 

Y�ur fi�a�cia� gifts �ay be p�aced i� �fferi�g p�ates at the e�tra�ce t� the Sa�ctuary� 

P�ease stay safe� P�ease sa�iti�e y�ur ha�ds� P�ease wear a �as��  

�usic repri�t & ���i�e strea�i�g with per�issi�� u�der ��E !ICE�SE #739136*A� A�� rights reserved� 

Today is named as ‘World Food Sunday’ 
& the ‘International Day for the Eradication of Poverty’. 

This year it is a time for us to draw attention to the call of the Church  
for a ‘Guaranteed Livable Income” 

 

More resources can be found on our United Church of Canada website 

www.united-church.ca 

Also, through Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) 
www.cpj.ca and their ‘Poverty in Canada’ resource links. 

 

Thank You to all who brought gifts in support of our  
Grab & Go Lunch & Pantry Program.  

 

Your donations and support is gratefully received 
and very much appreciated. 

We offer congratulations to GREAT-GRANDMOTHER JUNE CAMERON 
as, on October 5th, she, with dad Colton and mom Jami, and all the family 

welcomed Jack Robert Cameron into their hearts and lives. 
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Tuesday, Oct.19 1:00 pm 
 

7:00 pm 

Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee Meeting 
 

♫ Choir Practice 

Wed. Oct.20 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

1:00 pm 

PU Healthy Lifers 

Grab & Go Outreach Project Prep 

Prayer Shawl Group  

Next Sunday 10:30 am We Are Gathered in Worship 

 

Friday Oct 22  Harvest Roast Beef Supper Preparation 
 ***Helpers Always Needed -  

Call Diane if you would like to help out 
902 485-5980 

Saturday Oct. 23 4:30 - 5:30 pm   Harvest Roast Beef Supper! 

A ��te fr�	 �ur PUC Treasurer (A ��te fr�	 �ur PUC Treasurer (A ��te fr�	 �ur PUC Treasurer (A ��te fr�	 �ur PUC Treasurer (Bre�da Par�erBre�da Par�erBre�da Par�erBre�da Par�er) a�d F&S C�		ittee…) a�d F&S C�		ittee…) a�d F&S C�		ittee…) a�d F&S C�		ittee… 

A s we 	�ve i�t� the fa�� we wa�ted t� share this i�f�r	ati�� regardi�g �ur 
curre�t PUC fi�a�cia� p�siti��# Whe� we ad�pted �ur 2021 PUC budget) 

at �ur A��ua� *eeti�g) we budgeted f�r a year�y reve�ue �f $101)050 t� 
c�	e fr�	 �ur wee��y givi�g . �fferi�gs# This 	ea�s) fr�	 ��w u�ti� the e�d �f 
2021) a wee��y givi�g.�fferi�g budget �f $2)434#65# Curre�t�y we are averagi�g 
givi�g.�fferi�gs �f $1)879#69 per wee�) which 	ea�s a� a�ticipated sh�rtfa�� �f 
$9)434 i� what we budgeted f�r �ur wee��y givi�g.�fferi�gs# This w�u�d be i� 
additi�� t� �ur budgeted a�ticipated deficit �f �ver $15)000# 
Th�ugh this is very c��cer�i�g) we are very aware that C5VID has resu�ted i� 
i�creased fi�a�cia� burde�s f�r 	a�y �f us a�d we are deep�y appreciative �f the deep 
c�		it	e�t that is ref�ected i� y�ur fi�a�cia� supp�rt �f �ur w�r� a�d 	i�istry# Tha�� 
Y�u# If) h�wever) y�u are ab�e t� prayerfu��y review y�ur fi�a�cia� supp�rt �f the w�r� 
a�d 	i�istry we share) �r if y�u have a fu� fu�draisi�g idea that y�u w�u�d be wi��i�g 
t� spearhead) that w�u�d a�s� be deep�y appreciated# Agai�) Tha�� Y�u# 
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STAYING SAFE - TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES AND ONE ANOTHER 

Since our Council meeting (and decisions), adjustments have been made to  
NS Phase 5 Re-Opening and though social distancing will no longer be required,  

������� �� ������ �� !�" ���"#� "��$���#� $�  # �����$#�. 

So, as we at PUC proceed slowly and with care, remember: 
A� �$ P#�$���� $� ��� W���(�� G�$(#�����: 

• The ‘pew’ social distancing markers have been removed. 

• As you enter and as you leave the church, please remember to sanitize your hands. 

•  M���� ���$  # +��� as you enter the building and during our worship gatherings. 
 Remember there are masking exemptions for those leading worship. 

•  We continue our practice of recording names of those present for worship 

for contact tracing purposes. 

• Currently the NS Government policy is that proof of full vaccination [POV] is  
NOT required for faith services (e.g. our regular worship/faith gatherings). 

•  HOWEVER, as of October 4th, POV is required for attendance at weddings.  
Funerals (up to 25) require no POV. Masking is mandatory. Over 25: POV required. 

A""#����� ��� O77�"#, B��!����, 7�� PUC (���-�� !�") M##$����, G�$(#�����, A"$�<�$�#�: 

• Again, please, as you enter and as you leave the church building, 
remember to sanitize your hands. 

•  Masks must be worn as you enter the building and in our indoor spaces.  

• We ask that Committees and Groups continue the practice of recording names 

of those present for contact tracing purposes. 

Please note that Committee Chairs and those who act as coordinators for our  
PUC Groups/activities, are in the process of verifying proof of full vaccination status  

for those committee members and participants. 


